
How to do well in the Reading Paper


Objectives:
To understand what the reading paper will expect of you.

To understand how to do well in the Reading exam.
· Use the 15 minutes of reading time wisely. Make sure you understand each passage and annotate the text in the reading time. 

· You will get 1 reading booklet containing 3 pieces of text and 1 answer booklet with 15 questions.

· You have 15 minutes reading time and 1 hour to complete the questions. During the reading time you cannot look at the questions.

· Underline the keywords in the question, and if the question has 2 parts, make sure you answer both parts otherwise you will lose marks.

· Make sure you do the 5 mark questions first and follow the bullet points if they are provided.

· Refer to the text for the answers

· If the question asks you to find something then find the exact part and quote the answer.

Longer 5 mark questions

Aim:

This question is testing your ability to look at the whole text and the writer’s use of language and/or the structure of the passage and what impact the passage has. 

This question is testing your reading skills. It is testing how well you have read and understood the passage and the ideas contained in it.

What you need to do

· Read the passage carefully

· Refer to the passage in your answer (Point, Evidence, and Explain) but do not simply repeat the information, use it to make an important point, not to retell the story.

· Explain your ideas using quotes to support your statement

· Follow the bullet points they give you (if provided)

· Look closely at the language (similes, metaphors, personification and comment on their effect if it is relevant to the question)
· Try to focus on particular features and ideas rather than make generalisations. Be specific in your answer and comment on what evidence you can gather that demonstrates what audience the passage is targeting. 

How to use the 15 mins Reading Time Effectively

1) Identify - Purpose

     Audience

      Form

Write this at the top of the text.

2) Number the paragraphs in the text

3) Annotate the text and look for;

i) Similes

ii) Metaphors

iii) Personification

iv) Alliteration

v) Powerful Verbs

vi) Strong Adjectives

vii) Sentence Structure, long/short, simple, complex.

viii) Anything else you find interesting.

