English Sats - writing
The writing paper tests writing to:

	Argue
	Persuade
	Advise

	Typical words and phrases:

The most important aspect…

Sometimes …

On the other hand …

Firstly …

Secondly …

Thirdly …

However …

Nevertheless …

On balance …

Moreover …

Despite the view that …

Notwithstanding …

Research shows that …

The evidence clearly shows that …

Another factor to be considered is …

Opponents declare … but …

Stylistic features:

· formal language

· balanced sentences
· people’s opinions (real or made up)
· specific examples of situations
· range and variety of points
· countering opposing points of view
· a neat conclusion

	Typical words and phrases:

Some people think ….
It would be useful to consider …

Do they really think that  …

In my experience …

What would the consequences be …

Common sense dictates that …

What would happen if …

All reasonable people think …

By far the best solution would be …

Do we really want to …

It is frightening to think that 

We need to make sure that …

I have no doubt at all that …

Imagine what would happen if ….

I a sure you will agree that …

There an be only one conclusion …

Stylistic features:
· emotive language

· apparent balance

· mixture of first, second and third person

· some short sentences

· identify with audience by using ‘we’

· perhaps some attempt to shock reader  into agreement

· varied choice of adverbs and adjectives

· some ‘literary’ devices such as alliteration, groups of three
	Typical words and phrases:
You might be able to …

Think about …

Make sure that you ..

You should be careful to …

Don’t If you …. Then you could …

I understand that you feel …

Don’t worry if …

One solution might be to …

Another possibility would be to …

If you don’t  then you could be careful to …

In order to avoid …

I think you should 

Be confident about …
If on the other hand, then …

Stylistic features:

· formal language
· close relationship with audience providing reasons for a course of action

· empathy with the audience’s problem

· several suggestions about what to do 

· use of modal verbs (e.g. might, could should)

· build the confidence of the reader

· address the reader directly in the second person (you)

· use imperatives (e.g. ‘you should’, ‘make sure that you’, ‘be careful to’)
· raise questions and give answers

· perhaps sometimes use bullet points for lists

· lead to a clear conclusion about action to be taken


English Sats - writing
The writing paper tests writing to:
	Inform
	Explain
	Describe

	Typical words and phrases:

There are many kinds of …

The one I am most  interested in is …

The pleasure I find in …

The excitement lies in …

By far the most interesting aspect …

If you want to … then you need to …

In order to begin you need to …

Make sure that you …

Some people enjoy …

Other kinds of …
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Stylistic features:

· clear introduction

· provide a context for what you are going to write

· wide range of different aspects of the topic

· detail

· technical language, perhaps explained briefly

· systematic and logical organisation

· use of personal experience

· use of present tense

· clear links between paragraphs

· unusual and interesting detail specific to the subject
	Typical words and phrases:
Because …
Another reason …

Although …

Nevertheless …

The most  important …

Above all else …

The first thing to do is …

Later on I …

Ultimately contrary  to popular belief …

As a result …

Consequently …

Inevitably ...

Stylistic features:
· range of reasons
· range of appropriate detail

· specific examples of different kinds to support  explanation

· range of responses to ‘why’

· range of responses to ‘how’

· different points expanded and linked
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	Typical words and phrases:
It  is more difficult  to pick particular  words and phrases which might be useful here but there are a range of features characteristic of effective descriptive writing which you could draw on:
· wide range of appropriate detail
· use of modifiers such as adjectives and adverbs

· use of colour

· use of senses: sight, touch (e.g. texture), hearing, taste, sound

· words to convey feelings and atmosphere

· use of metaphor and simile, perhaps use of personification
· denser language than in any of the other forms

· perhaps personal reactions

· variation of sentence length and type

· rich, varied, perhaps unusual vocabulary




